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Why do cities matter?
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Construction happens in cities

● By 2050, 2.5 billion more people will live 
in cities

● 60% of buildings that will exist in 2050 
are yet to be built 
-> This means building a city like 
Stockholm every week and a city like 
New York every month until 2050

=> Cities drive the demand 
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Clean Construction 3 pillars
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Embodied emissions reduction -
Mitigation

Climate Resilience - Adaptation

Socio-economic and health impacts

1

2
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What can cities do?
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● Set the vision, adopt strategies and targets
● Develop a set of policies and regulations

• Building codes
• Planning and zoning policies and permits
• Procurement rules and specifications

● Use their soft powers to:
• Convene communities and stakeholders
• Support education and training 

programmes
• Build the case with flagships and 

demonstration projects
• Competitions and awards
• Fiscal measures and financial schemes

C40 Clean Construction Policy Explorer

An interactive map of cities actions

Available in several languages including English,
French, Italian, Mandarin Chinese, Portuguese and
Spanish

Clean Construction Policy Explorer – C40 Knowledge Hub

https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Clean-Construction-Policy-Explorer


● Statement of political leadership by C40 
mayors

● Launched in November 2020 – 8 
signatories

● Signatory cities commit to 8 tangible 
actions (on the left).

● With these actions, cities meet their share 
of responsibilities in reaching three 
collective goals for the sector:

○ Require zero emission construction sites 
city-wide by 2030, where available.

○ Reduce embodied emissions by at least 50% 
for all new buildings and major retrofits by 
2030

○ Reduce embodied emissions by at least 50% 
of all infrastructure projects by 2030

Clean Construction Accelerator: 
Mayoral leadership

Prioritise 
existing assets

Lead by 
example with 
procurement

Demand 
transparency 

and 
accountability

Joint roadmap 
with milestones 

towards 2030

Net zero project 
by 2025

Climate 
resilience 

impact

Champion and 
advocate value 

chain

Report yearly 
and publicly



● Shift the market by 
aggregating cities demand 

● Demonstrate cities leadership 
in implementing the 
construction hierarchy

● Showcase the business case 
and societal value

● Stimulate a green economy 
valuing local and decent jobs, 
local markets, sustainable 
solutions and innovation

Clean Construction 
Accelerator objectives 
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Launched by C40 at COP26, in partnership with 
World Green Building Council, for:

• Companies across the value chain to 
recognise and endorse the Clean 
Construction Accelerator and cities’ 
commitment to 8 tangible actions

• Translate companies climate pledges into 
actions aligned with those of cities, as per 
the CC Accelerator

• Provide a safe space for dialogue and 
collaboration, to identify blockers, challenges 
and opportunities to move further faster 
together across the value chain

Companies

American Institute of Architects (AIA) - BuildX 

Building Transparency - Buro Happold 

Dar Group - Holcim - IKEA 

Multiplex - Perkins and Wills - Ramboll

Turner Construction - Stora Enso

Clean Construction Action 
Coalition (CCAC)



Policy Brief and strategy paper
● Why cities need to address the construction sector’s hidden emissions 
● Achieving a decarbonised and climate-resilient built environment

How to guide

● How to reduce embodied emissions in municipal construction and lead by example
● How to reduce embodied emissions in private and residential buildings
● How to start deconstruction and stop demolishing your city’s buildings

Webinar 
● C40 webinar on zero emission construction sites

Case studies and City profiles

● How Oslo is driving a transition to Clean Construction and Oslo’s Pursuit of an Emission-free 
Construction Industry    

● Making the case for Clean Construction series: Toronto, Mexico City, Milan, Quezon City, 
Ekurhuleni and Qingdao 

● Clean Construction in practice: case studies from Reinventing Cities 
● Developing an Embodied Carbon Policy Reduction Calculator for cities: case study from Austin, 

New York and Portland, co-developed with the University of Washington (CLF)              
● Buildings for Tomorrow: Emerging Practice in the Nordic Buildings Sector

Map of City Actions
Clean Construction Policy Explorer

Clean Construction E-Learning Course
Clean Construction E-learning course for city officials

Resources on C40 Knowledge Hub

https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Why-cities-need-to-address-the-construction-sectors-hidden-emissions?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Achieving-a-decarbonised-and-climate-resilient-built-environment?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/How-to-reduce-embodied-emissions-in-private-and-residential-buildings?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/How-to-reduce-embodied-emissions-in-private-and-residential-buildings?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/How-to-start-deconstructing-and-stop-demolishing-your-citys-buildings?language=en_US
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l_qXjwI7JYi2K09AKJ5aPyJ1JxKnOnUP
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/How-Oslo-is-driving-a-transition-to-clean-construction?language=en_US
https://c40cities.medium.com/oslos-pursuit-of-an-emission-free-construction-industry-7485af7f5acd
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Making-the-Case-for-Clean-Construction-City-Profiles?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Clean-construction-in-practice-Case-studies-from-Reinventing-Cities
https://carbonleadershipforum.org/policy-reduction-calculator/
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Buildings-for-Tomorrow-Emerging-Practice-in-the-Nordic-Buildings-Sector
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Clean-Construction-Policy-Explorer
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aaETY-qS3Fvrf6IRMyUmFd8Hw-iM0Jam/view


Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/C40Cities/
https://www.instagram.com/c40cities/
https://twitter.com/c40cities
https://www.linkedin.com/company/c40-cities-climate-leadership-group/
https://www.c40.org/
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